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was a member of the Mir Iskustva group, and in 1903 he founded a review, Xovvz Put (The New Way i, which opened its columns to the young authors of the symbolist school but was forced to suspend publication after the defeat of the resolution of 190x \\hen Merezhkovsky, who had supported the revolutionary movement, deemed it wise to withdraw to Paris, The better known symbolist \\iiters were Con-stantine Balmont (1867-1943), Valery Briusov flS"3~1924s, Fedor Sologub (F. K. Terenikov, 1863-1927;, Viacheslav Ivanov iborn in 1866 j? Alexander Blok flSSQ-1921 )/Andrei Bely iB. X. Bugaev, 1880-1934), and Zinaida Hippius (wife of D. S. Merczhkovsky, born in 1867). Leonid Andreev (1871-19191, fora few years one of Russia's most discussed and successful authors, eludes precise qualification. Some of his writings (for instance, the well known story The Seven That Were Hanged, 1908) are in the realistic manner, while others, especially several of his plays (The Life of Man, 1907, and He Who Gets Slapped, 1914) are highly abstract and rhetorical and might well have been the work of a full-fledged symbolist. A significant achievement of the symbolist school was the resurgence of poetry, so sadly neglected in the latter part of the nineteenth century, and a notable improvement in the level of prosody. The poems of Balmont, Briusov, Ivanov, Hippius, and Blok attained a high degree of technical perfection and revealed theretofore unsuspected possibilities of the Russian language as an instrument for conveying the intimate moods of the poet and for producing harmonious tonal effects. An offshoot of the symbolist movement was a futurism which, however, had no direct connection with its Italian namesake. Primarily a challenge to all literary conventions, Russian futurism made its appearance about 1910 and had its chief representative in Vladimir Maiaiovsky (1894-1930),
Viewed as a whole, the Russian literary scene on the eve of the First World War was not lacking in diversity or vigor, whatever one may think of the merits of individual authors. Educated Russians, moreover, took literature seriously, and the publication of a aew volume by a noted or promising author was something of an event.
PAINTING, MUSIC, DRAMA, AND THE BALLET
Symbolism in literature was but ooe manifestation of the aesthetic revolt of the I890's. Dissatisfaction with the taditiora! schools erf Russian painting, represented by the Academy of Arts and the Society